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~ REPORTTO SECRETARY TAFT

UPON CANAL CONDITRONS

—

Thoe report o Soereliry Taft on
conditions  of omploymont on the s
thimus of PPanamn, which were In.
yestlgated by Miss Gertrde Heoke,
Soeretnry of the Welfire Dopartmoent
of (e Natlonal Civie Federation, was
inde  publle 1o -
2 Nmu-‘l\- vvory feature of 1fe on the
fathmus 16 tonched npon in the ro
port. Many things are highly cone
mondod, others gro condemned  and
recommondations are mnde for tho
bettarment  of conditlons. The in-
spection  covered  enmps,  barricks,
hospltals, mess Jallg, schools, elub
houges, commingaries, jalls, churchoes,
work pliaces amd transportation faetil
tiog,  Conditions of employment waorg
s Investtignted,  Informotlon was
githered from  offielals,  superiuten-
donts, foremen, mechanles,  clorks,
auraes, dootors, seeretnrles of tho
Young Men's Christlan  Assoclation,
raflrond. ongingers  and conductors,
“thelr wives and ehldven, and in fact
overy typo of restdont on the Isthmus,
thie negroes Ineludad. it in no cnso
wit  tesithmony  songht  or recelved
from dischorged  employos:

1t ia oloarly recognized that never
hefore hove there heen as good cons
Aitlonr . Amerlenn eonsliietion wors
Wit in vlew of the ellmatic condl-
tond, length of e to e consumod
in the building of tho Canal and the
faot that the Government should ho
n model emplover, It s urged thae
the aurronndogs  of e lomployes
should  be made as eomfortable a8
possible.  Noturally, more cnn 1 oxe
poated  from  the  Govornment than
from o private cmplover with Hmitea
capitnl, nnd rostrieted by competitive
conditions,

Some of the recommandations have
Secrolary Taty

Apticnt
n Governs
nrranEemoents
o

alrendy hoeg adopted,
fmmodintely  reguestod
trpl Dapartmoent

ment  foom pid - mado
with Scevstary  Wilson hitve ol
food siuffa Inspoetod hofore shilpment
from tho Unlted Stntes: ha; also au-
thovlzed the pharchiase of blnnkets for
thi wroes il rofelgeration plants
for moess halls, A tentallve diaft of
thy report wius presented o Llonten-

tha
tn sinrt

ad-Colonel  Goethals  before  Miss
Dooks loft the Isthmus, e al onoe
hind plans deawn for  tho  drying

rooms, suthorized the oreetlon of rain
shiils, g has singe supplied hods for
all Amoricans in permanoent gunrtors
and ordered that  melal eolg he cov-
aridd with ennvas, o has Indlented
Ty intentlon of putthig  Into effect
sueh sppgostions nw avallable  funos
will' povmit angd of onlling the more
fmportant recommendationy to the nt-
tention of the Congressionnl Com:
mittee op Approprintions, which wiil
visit the latimud In Octobor, with the
view of securing funds for their ndop
tlam,  The Commlsslon nlso hng start-
el the publlention of the Canal Zone
nawspnper and hng necepted the ser-
vieea of n ropresentntlyve of tha Wel
fare Dopartment of the Notlonnl Clvie
Federatlon—Mliss Helon Varlek Do
well—to orginize women's clubs and
gl 18 now on the Isthmas  Canal
Commlission for  comments,,  which
will b published  later,  Preabdont
Roogovell hns voquosted Miss  Beols
to retitrg to the Panama within oight
months gl report  wpon  progress
maile,

Muany of the eomplaints of employes
with roferenes (o housing, food, con-
ditfong of omployment and bod  bont
sorvico  between (he United  Cloton
and Pannmn. andoubtodly, hive boon
warranted, but the Chalrman of the
Commiission and Chief Englneer, Licu-
tenant-Colonel, Goothals, by moking
personal investigations affording  for
thee first time! an opportunity  for
priovances to e heard, and by mak.
Ing corinin  improvemonts, has  in-
splred confidonee.

The Investigation coverag a perlod
of five woeoks, from the tlne of leav:
ing New York Juno 7, untll the re
turn, July 12, thwenty-tires davs haye
Ing been apent on tho Isthmus.

The veport In pirt follows;

Climate.

The easunl visitor to the Isthmua
expecting to find  only marshes

heantiful mountain secenory,
inte Js mors endueable than in many
parts of the Unlled States In Sam-
T,

Durlng the rainy season, which ox
tends over eight mopths, ending aliout
the flvat of Tanuary, thera are port
ods when {8 elear, bt thore 18 n
continual molsture which necessitates
constant alring of bod clothing and
woolen garmoents to pravent them from
becoming musty. he  dry  season,
whieh extonds over four months, is
deseribad ng  most dellghtful.

The cool nights necessitate slooping
undar Wankots,  The tropieal Hght be-
gols nervonsness and onergy s sap
ped, making annual vaeations Impern-
tiva for Amoricans.  While an exten
#lve restdenco of ordinary health pre-
enutions r ler a ltemporary stay up-
an. tho Ganal Zone nulte e,

Conditions of Employment.

Thare are two sols of employes,
those of the Isthmlan Canal Com-
misslon and those  of the  Panamn
irond Company. The term “lahor:
er’ ja appliod fo the onmmon laboror,
the Amerioan mechanies, olerks ana
othors heing deslgnatod as “employ-
es’' Thern are allogether forly thous:
aid In the foreo on the [sthmns—gix
thousands Amerlenn  omployes  ani
thirty-fone thousand lakorors who are
Wast Indinn negroes: and Europesns.

Oue cimps in the Cannl Zone are lo.
cated hetween the Panamanian eitios
of Colon and Panama, which nre re
Epectively on the Atlantic and Pacifie
consis. Thore are sevontecn  fnter
venlng  eamps for  Amerienns  ani
forly-glx contiguons settlements for
Inborers. Iy the main villages there
are postal statlons, tire departmonts,
AAalephone sarvied, hand  stands  In
Aront of th chotels and news stands
at the rallway stations.
“Things are  lmproving

right

™
pleasantly surprlsed upon sceing nlsn’
The el

along!™  That sentenes wan  licard
constaatly, ny woll ng “There will be
no kil coming ns long ns 1 can bo
poon that, needed changes  are belng
mide,'”

Quarters Inadequate.

Thepe are many manufacturing vil-
Inges  presenting  an  appenrnnces §0
Vonutiful s the homes for Amerlean
fumdlles ana olors”  dormitoffes,
AN hnve wide, seroened verandis and
modern plumbtng The Intorlors are
rtistie. The Governmont furnlshes
auarters, fenltace an dlight froe o
all,  The marcied employos alsco ro-
celyvp frioe fucl. It was surprising to
flnd beantiful misslon amd wieker fur
niture, althongh golden oak is some-
Hmes guppllod,

Two yonrs neo I wag eommon o he
nunlened an old Froneh house wlth-
ot mosauito notting, without plomb.
Ing and with an attle contalning bats
nned dats and all sorts of objeetlonabile
erentnres  which ‘had o merrygo:
round  ovory night” amd It was nee:
paEary to walle throngh jungle, com-
Ing In contact with It dangorons fun-
gl nnd bugs. Boaohelors wors fortun:
ile to hinve tonts or qulte uninhabliin.
o guarters. for whioh high pricos

wore pakd.  Wator for, bathing  cost
forty Lo glxly centa n ean: fond cons
tnined mngeols frequently aml oges

bl o be fried or sehamblod hoenns:
"It was ot wnfe to boll then. The
only musie tht was heard was “Load,

Indly  Ldeht plaved ol the funernis
of the anfortonate yellow fover vie
Limis,

Conditions hnve  ohonged  almost
mmenlongly bt thore  are lmprove:
ments yet to be mode for health and
comfort,

The Hotel Tivoll, n heantiful strues
v, Is wsad by translont guesis nnd
by amployes w ol he housoil
olsewhore, Rales for translonts are
abwurdly . Mel considoring  the  sev:
vlee rendeded,  Charges for rosldont
emploves aro oxeesslve o view of the
fiat thnl quirters aro freo olsowhors,
Emnloyes visliing the T'voll teans:
fontly pay exorbitant prices.

The ke of the ®uropean In-
botars, Ineluding Greeks, Htallang and
Spantards, and of the West Inilinus
are ddenntleal In o constractlon, onen
houso holng one Inege dormitory, con
tnining 60 tn 72 or 84 eots. Tho atr
pnee 8 not alwavs bgual to the o
anlroment In modern tonement honsn
lnws. There 1s no foenituds  what:
over on which te slt In the commaon
Inbiorars' dormitories whon changing
clothes or when 1L valns daytimes,

The Inborers, a8 woll as the Amerk
anng, nre meauired to huy biankets,
and eonsequoently fow of the former
hnve them. Thoe princlpnl  malndy
from which (he Inborers soffer Ia
pnenmaonin,

Baths,

The eold showor bath ling Leen
itrodieod generally for all employes
In exceptionnl ensos tuh bathe havi
been Installog In fnlly gunrters, bt
only thers I It fonsible to have hot
water  seenred by utilzing  eook
#love

Moveable hath tubs showld 1o gold
nt the commissarion for women andg
ehlldren. Al men cannot endury the
colde shower hath, for 1t ehllly thom,
epocindly AF coverhented nt the closs
of the dav's work, when the hath s
most peedod, heennsgo mechanles, on-
pineors nand others desive to remove
shop grense,

It In common ta honr tha expres
slon, “Ir 1 conld pot hollor! T woula
not L nalile to got n morning bath!"
Thore should he some  specinl Lnth
Tonses oqnipped with hot water for
Ameriean bacholors ang it shonld e
supplied in those of the Inborers.

Ghortage of Furniture,

Ther arn  dissatisfaction among
Anierlean Imeholore who were sleap
in;: lpon. cots, Al wore  promised
beds, but mpny had not vet reeelved
them, Famlles who hod heon thera
yenr had not vet received their full
quota of furndtinve.

While It {8 generally eoncrded (hat
thare always will be grumblors, ne
muttor how great 8 tho attempt to
be falr In nssigning quartors and fur-
niture, many of tho conditlons oxist-
ing today are oertalnly ynnecessary,

It is to be hopod that the Army
method of purchosing,  now  bolng
adopted, with the largoer corps of In-
spoctora to follow wp orders and uree
deliveries, may ald In relleving the
situation,

Thore niist ho n poor system of in:
spection’ of malerials < for typos order.
el are nol received. *For  Instanee,
coppor sercen I8 required in that
moest limate, whet's overvibing iusts,
nndd vot fron sereen has heon recoived
largely.

Drying Rooms Needed.

Tha alring of garmonts . and
clothin

hied
which soon heecomes moldy
and nusiy, I8 constantly neecesanry
In the wet meason. The housewitn
may ey the garments of the hnsbana
at the kitehen stove, but the Bache-
log has the greatest Wapdship, for he
hing no means of drvlng his wol eloth-
Ing after being al work In thoe raln
dally elght monthe in tho vear.

One of the grontest cnuses of (liness
among the Inhorors Is the placing of
dnmp elothes won the warm body in
the morning, chilling it.

Vernmfin,

Ded huge exist to sueh an oxtont
a8 to eanse sorions diseomfort. A man
canot be In o contented frame of ming
al work after gulfering from vermin
nt nlght,

Cackronchos and floas are numer
oug in the quartors and CHes aye ex-
eoodingly troublesome in the mess
halla,

The subjeet of eradieating vormin
In_ the troples should secnive such
gelentifle constderation as has henn
directed townrds pests which have an-
noved farmers,

One of (he contribntions of (he
Tinited Stales to the Panamanian
Government for the privilege of con-
tructing the Cannl was the paving of

the streels In the cltles of Panama
anid Colon.

A sewornges system has boon  In-
atulled  from ope ond of tho BEthmus
to the other, and water for all pur
poses, hathing g brinking, for the
majorily of the enmps, I8 furnished
M four reacryvolis.

The waler supply grew vory seareo
townrd the end of the dry senson bt

the Inerease In the enpaelty of the rey-
It

ervoirs will, I8 expe obvintn
that  Ineonvenlenee  noxt yoar. It
will take a yenr to finish moddng all
the enmnectlons dn the water nnd
sewer systems and to complels the
extoneiong of plpes to pew comps, bhut

M,

there will ba' ne sorlouws inconvenl
onee,
The wator I8 guite offenslve for

drinking unless Wdflled or distillod,
Electiic Light.

The electele lght system was com-
ploted two months hofore the time of
this investigation, somoe of the comps
hiving al the houses wired aml are
Hghts' In Ao strcots. The olectrie
light plant 15 to be devoloped further,
It 1s Important that steeots o all vil-
Inges shoulud be so lighied In the In-
levest of ‘morality,  Thera Is no twl-
Hght and when thore 18 no moonlizht,
the darkness 18 donse,

The menls whiclh were vaton nl the
moss halls for Amerienns and laboroers
ware pood, bt there was ovory ren-

won  to belleyve from  Lhe testinony
nifored that tho majority were espoe
1y prepured.

When Col, Gocthals hegan his (Fips
OF investigation In Mareh the tosd)
mony. wns ample to prove that the
food nt the mess halls was Do with
one  exeoption,  Thoere was  dissatir
fictlon beeawse  tha sam of $37.000
wis elearid on food Inst year ol
good food  wal  not supplled.  Caol,
Goethals hns Inaistod that a ten-cont
maa) shall not s sold o Hhilrty
conts, which is the prics ehnrged the
Amerienns,

The mess  howses  for
bachelors are atirnctive. Thors nre
soperate rooms with (able lnen for
those who coming dircetly from work
Placed who may ent In thele shirt
sloover, (hoe lableg heing covered with
white oll eloth s that shop grease
may rondily be washed from I, Diah-
e nre good, but silver (s of n very
chonp grade,

Meases for Commen Laborers,

The Burapean laboroms aire foel In
seperate mess halls, which are splend.
WY wevanged, (e dining rooms oon:
talnlng uneovored tables and honehos
for seats, Ensmellod wire of the an
penranco of gronile makes o oxeal
lont type of dishes. Hallans. Qrocks
nil 8 dindls have thelr tstes con-
sulted and Athele favorlte foods nre
furnished. Menls arve  furnished ot
forly conts n dny, gold. They are ol
lowed to take thoelr lHittle bottles or
Heht wine, whioh 1 are ngenstom-

0 have

Amorlenn

il with mes to the moss
linlis,
The Woesl | Indlang, wntil the firat

of Fobrunry, coowol thejs own food
I any gort of fashion, Iy utensils on
the ground, at thelr barreks, Owing
to malantyition and iNnoss resyulting
thorefrom, It wnas declded to ereet
cook houses and propare thelr food,
Which I8 now minde o part of thelr
Wnges,

Thore should bho o vory vigld ox-
aminntlon of food supplles Betore be-
g shlpped from the United Statos,
It Is Inconeelivable that any one shoile
bo asked to drink coffee or (o ent
Sueh ogps and mont ag are now s
Pl One of the most urgent ree-
ommoniditlons §s that the Agrieultur-
al Depnrtment e ealled wpon to pro
mote farming on the Isthinus In order
to meet the gront needd of frosh VO
ethles, milk, ehiekons, cgea nng frinlt,
Almost anything can be grown non
th elsthmus, Durlng the dry aeason
there ean be irvigntlon. No one enn
know what it means to be deprived o
frosh vepetnhlees untl) obllged to sub
slat upon eanned  foods nltogether.
Then an onlon, o encumbor o & rad-
fsh ts Indeed o luxury,

Commissaries,

The maln Commissary I8 loeated nt
Colon, and. there are loeal bynneches
ut the largest eamps. Thero are
goods, grocery and laindey  depar-
ments, an e plant and a0 bakesy in
connection therowith,
~In the dry goods department <hore
was n laek of shoes, shirts, ovoralis.
undorwear, ritn eoals and other gonds
which woulud be deslred by Amo-ican

workmen,
Shirts anyl overalls pureansed dur-
Ing tho Investigation are  of vory

coarse materlala and wretchedly man-
nfaetured. A drosssill enso hought
by noman just leaving for his vaen
ton ot $6.20 was found to b phste-
honrd covered with thin sking, When
he undertook to bhuckle the strap It
tore ont. ANl would be willing to Py
higher prices thun are now chnrgd
Lo met sptisfactory artleleps of mer-
chandlse, Good toflet nrtlelos nee sold
but otherwise 1t fa seldom at any-
thing wanted by the employes can he
soonred aand therefors thoy must buy
large quantitles of clothing when tiak-
Ing vacations In' tha United Siales.

Thae principal eomplaint nrninst the
Commissary Dopartment it that ments
are not always recelved In good con
ilitlon,

Thore are two Jaundides, one al
Colon and ong at  Aneon, wquipped
With  modern  applinnees, Clothes

wora lnunderod before tholr establish:
ment entirely by native women, who
Leat th egarments upon rocks in the
rivers, eausing them to he torn.

The refrigovation plang for the man:
ufacturing of leo 15 a splondid stric

rn This commodity fa sold (o the
eniployes, belng dellverod didly, Thero
is eomplaint nbout shoet woelght, The
bakery contialns modorn muachinery.
While tho hiead h\ regarded as “good*
by the employes ” it conld bo much
mproved. No money is allowad te
Do takon by the muniagess of com-
missarles for  purchnses. Employes
commissary hooks just ns they
o moal hooks from limo keopors,
and mike their paymonts with con.
pong i different  denominations.

Hospitals.

The maln hospitala at each end of

the Isthmus are aplendldly  equipped

The men  speak  enthusinstically  of
thede  treatment. At the  varions
camps there are adlsponnsaries  ana

recolving rooms,  There are alao reat
camps for cotnmon  laborers who are

uot yery I, but who would be more

comfortable in heds with matteresses
nl bid elothes (han lo thelr barreks
On cols without covering.  There are
wl'e cugen In which HUAPOOL CHBCE By
plneed until it ean be learnod whethey
O not the disease fs yellow fever, The
ohject 18 to provennt the enrrying
of contagion, by mosguliocs, from
t patlents to others. There  had
not heey o ease of yellow  fever for
noyedr and o hal? untll the fist
of July, when one wis linded at the
Clty of Panrma from & boat  which
hud wade o stop ot o port in the
Paclfic Ocoan, whero the disease ex-
Isted, Bmployes o treabsd  froo.,
Quinle I8 offered to all daily at tho
messes.  The principal allments are
malarin, poenmonia  and  typhoid
fover, The highest mortalily Is among
thi negroes,

Althongh malarial fover 1y far more
fatal to blacks then to whites, mos-
pilto netting Is not furnlshed the
former, while It Is glveen free to the
Intter,

Ralp 8heds Needed,
Where excavating work Is  helng
Mled on there shiull bo constriet-
Ml ornin sheds, In which  cmployes
mlght keep conls and to which they
conhl retire  during lhenvy showers
Thon the men bocome thoroughly wet,
This not only threatens health  Lut
It It peenrs mornines the men "o o
thedr  quarters and do not retarn
afteinoons, enuslng delay In the work.

In some of tho camps there nre
small eliibrasms above the mess halis
containing bllllard ang pool tahles g
danee halls, They are used nnd sup.
ported by voluntiry eamps there are
handsomo elub bulldings, undor the
manngement If the Young  Men's
Christain  Associntlon, ‘These  bulla-
Inga are surronnded by wide, sereoned
vernmdas;  ench contalng billinrd, pool,
smoking and lounging rooms, 1 bowl
Ing  aley, gymnasium by aml w
hall for dancing amd other ontertain.
ments, There are lmited  opportuni-
tHes for baseball, teanls, Loating and
horschaek riding.

Comparatively few nre  provided
with recrention Sunday, the one iy
fred for relaxation. Thore should be
slitrleq] o large amuasement park, n
Coney Inland eeheme, There  could
be a hall for dunclng, racing traek for
ponles with archery and goll eroquot
inalde, a clreus ring, bowling allovs,
ahooting gallles, o small theatre, side
shows and possibly o lake for boating,
There ghould be shelters for resting
add for light lanehed, Sueh g scheme
undoubtedly can bo made a private
enterprise,

A stoek company with good talent
should be indueed to go to the  Isth
mus to provide theateleal  perform-
nnees, which woulil be greatly  ap-
preciated,

One need is the organizatlon of
women's cluts, with definita olbjects.
A canal Zone federatlon of women's
olubs could bo allled with the general
federation In the United States, Snen
olubs could organlze (nto “Ladles’ Ald
Soeletles,” to take un intesest tn pul-
Hle schools, In the entertidnment ot
patienis at tho hospltals, In organlz-
Ing burenus for mending bacholors'
garments, children's playgrounds and
centres for sercurlng servants,

Schools

Sehools have been established for
whites at only five of the cumps, bhut
for blueks at most of them, Inability
to educato their childron hns enused
competent men o return o the
Slates  deterred otheis from  taking
cuiployment on tho Isthmus nnd there
are those who hnve had to separite
their familics, leaving the older ehild-
ren at home In private schools or with
relatives, The objects of Instruction

840 far hns heen merely o ko n the
children  from  falling  behind  the
grades In whieh they  were  when
lenving the Statoes,

The Commlsslon has  dechled  to

improve the school systom Ly seenr
Ing teachs through  eivil  sorvice
appolntments,  Family lifo has  ho-
come a fixed thing npon the Isthmus,
and It 18 imperative that, even thonugn
It may be but for n matter of (en
years, the Department of Eduenation
should bo  Belontifieally  organized,
It Is Jikely, however, that therp will
be n permanent  result, perchanen
With some European race na o hasis,
for the pprotection of thesCanal when
complated,

The Government has constructed in
every lirge eamp an attractive two
storybuilding for ehurch services and
lodge meotings, Ten ehnplains of dir-
ferent denominations  are employed
in the hospitals,

..Regulation of The Liques Traffic...

The Navor traffle is striclly super.
visod In the Canal Zone, the number
of Heonses having been roduced from
over two hundred (o thirty-four.

The testimony of laborers officinls,
wivea of omployes, physicians and
gecrataries of  the  Young  Mon's
Christian  Associatlon  prove  eon-
clusively  that viee and Intoxleatlon
Arg mo mMore oxtenslve in that  place
then In any other territory, Thore Is
drinking, and It is a curao, Just as 1t
Is everywhere, hut there s no more
orderly community {n the world than
the Canal Zone. ~ While 4t wonld be
desirable 1o have prohibition, that is
Impossible, for there are thoss who
will have Hguor, and it cnn be had
In Panamanian torrttory and eirrled
Into the Zone, Thore Is no douht but
thit, ns n temperance measure, good
beer  and  wines , at  proper rates
should be provided in the men's elubs
nunder  suporvialion,

Savings.

The lnrge  unmber of dralts  and
money orders zent home by employes
indieato that money is  saved  more
genorally thap foollshly spont, Dur
Ing the last fiseal yoar two  miliion
dollars wore forwarded  In money
prilers alone. Dachelors  fearing  to
leave money in tholr aquarters. buy
postal orders at the rale of  thirty
eents for one hundrod dollars. Thero
shoulll L some system of  savings,
onabling  emploves  to  recelve  in.
tereat fnatead of having to pay their
omployes. the Government, (o care for
their savings.

Labior Conditions.

The mujority of the smployes work
more than eightt honrs, and do  not
come under the operation of the Elght
Hour law. A long work day {8 une
deslrable dn that elimate, but many
work  twelve and  fourtéen’ hours,
Thera s a stiange lack of uniformity

In the matter of vacation und sick

leaves  Ceitaln men in the employ)
of the Puanmmn Hadlway Company hove
vacattlon  with pay  and  unlimited
slel leave, while the same type of mey
ongaped direetly under the Isthminn
Canal Commission must take vacatlons
without pay and have their glok loave
lmited,  Amerlean omployes pald by
the month are granted vocatlons, with
pay, bug monthly men who ware not
Amgrienns gol none.  Agaln, cmployes
Of the Pannma Rallroad eompany on
the Isthmus  recelve vacations  bue
the officors of the stonmships owned
by the same line do not. It |s alleged
thnt men pid by the hour receive ex-
trie pay for overtime worlt, amd that
monthly men do not, and, therefore,
It 18 fale that the Ilatter should re.
colve pay when on vacation, although
It §s denled the former However,
sinee the employes are allowed n va-
cation becnuse physicinns id un

annual chunge of cllmate essentinl for
the averige mun not aceustomoed tn
work in n tropieal climate, It would
seem that vaeutlons with pay shonld
b allowed all Amerlenns, especlally
a8 hourly men in the navy yardsg In
the United Stales are so privilegoed,

There is Intense feeling nmong cor
tain howrly men that thoy bave groates
sKIIL than some clisses which  have
been recontly awarded  Incréase of
wages,  There has been adopted ro-
contly o longevily plan, whiich .
vided n corfain pereentage of Inerensoe
of piy ench year for twenty-four types
of cmployes, There |s dissatisfaction
beenuse It has not been made apg
eable to others, especlally powder m
el in dongeroug work,

The men fecl that there is no sine
bility, because rules are  constantly
changid.  There are improvemenis In
the new regulations which ook cffect
Jn!,- 1, an especinlly generous  jiro-
viston allowing mechanies (ime and
I in addition to regolar pay
for holldays. Put “the straw  which
broke the camel's back” is the one pro-
viding for wholesale discharge of all
amployes ot the end of thelr next leaye
perlods, to bring everyone under li‘m
game ryles,  This Is regarded ns a
hreaking of contracts by the govern-
ment.

There Is no general diserimination
agnlnst unfong on the lsthmus, but
there 18 o strong antiunion sentinent
ameng oficinls and an unwilllngness
to deal with umittees, which
hag caused dissatisfaction and seems
Inconsistont, In view of tho faet that
Seerotary Taft meotz the natlonal of-
ficials of the samoe organlzations awl
confers with them relative tg the con-
ditions of (heir men upoa the Isthe
s,

The President has removed one long
stunding canse of Irritation by ord
ing the howrs of mechanics to ho mode
ldentleal—l e., clght hours, Dut the
sltuation §s so complicated that §t
would be impossible to equolize con-
Mfliong unless n cnreful study  we
made by an expert libor commissioner
whose sole duty would be the con-
slderntion of Inbor muntters,

A Canal Newspaper Desirable.

Thore should be publisned an Eng.

Ush, Spanish, Hallan and  Greel, o
weelkly bulietin simllar o thass  of
muny private  omployers., Throngh

such n channel the Canal Zone nows
would be conveyed to omployes who
would be Jess discontentegd when ao-
tificd that disastera rvlther than in-
attention are the cpuse of discomforts,

For Instance there would he pub-
lished the loss of a ship eontaining
vopetables or of o ghiploal of lumber,
both of which ocenrred durving  the
Investigation, and changes m ulings
with reference to mess howses, the
roduction  of prices ot cominizsaries
amd other jmprovements. This paper
could be supplied with the Assoclared
Press dispatehes, furnishing vinpioyes,
cager for news (rom homa, plensant
diversion,

Transportation Service.

The Panama Rallroad Company own-
ed by the government, operates o Hee
of steamships between v York and
Colon, The condition nwle: which tho
employes are transported to a
the Isthmus are simply Ints)

The boats are overcrowdnd, eome
stateroomsg poorly ventilated wng baul-
Iy loeated, the food is awlul and some
of the ships are unsafe. 1L 15 not oo
much to say that both, with reforenro
to the treatment of the Isthminn eanal
employes and  the attemdlants of Lho
hioats; the steamship service is u dis
grnce (o the nation,

Tho transporiation serviee upon the
Isthmus i@ wmecessarily limited, ns
numerous passenger triing would inter-
fore with excavation work. Attractive
stations hayve heen built by the goy-
ernment ot the varlous camps. Im-
provement (n torminal facilitles are
nocessary, and now that there are so
many married womon upon the gone,
amoking should be limited te one car.
There might ba constructod a stroet
railway line in connection with the
proposed amusement park.

It Is to the interest ofthe cntoer-
prisg that neled reforms heo expodi-
tiously introduced, for whatever can
be done to maintadn 8 competent and
permanent foree of cmployes will be
a contribution to the efficlency of the
work.

An Old Suffelk Fish Stor:
Bhingle street {8 gsome spven milles
from Oxford, where the fine old Nor:
man tower still remaing In which, nac-
cording to Itnlph de Coggeshall, a
Alrnnge creature wns onee Incnrcernt-
ed. We are told “that In the year
1180, near unto Oxford, in Sofoll
cortnin fishers took in thelr nets a fish
having the shope of o wild man In
all points, e had bale on his head
and o long pleked beard, and about the
brenst was exceeding haley, and rough,
which fish was kept by Bartholomesw
de Glanville, the governor, In the cns-
tle of Oxford six months or more. He
spnke not a word, Al manner of
ments did he glndly eat, but meat
greedily raw flsh. Oftentimes he wos
brought to churel, but never showed
nony sign of adoration. At length, be-
ing not well looked to, he stole to the
gea nmdd never was feen after.”—Lon-
don Saturday Iteview.
— —
The Viear—Tio you glve your dog any
exerclee, Mr, Hodge?
Farmer Hodge-0Oh, yea. Ho pgoes
for o trnmp nenrly every day.—Tit-Bits.
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perhaps you would like to have a
home, and not only “Love her” bul
become a honelover.

don’t think that it will lake a
mounlain of gold lo furnish a hone.
if that is the only thing thal stands
in your way, you and thal best gind
just get logether and figure out what

you need.

fo% the ﬁa’zfo‘z-.’

1120 Yards Beantiful Parlor Carpet........cciveviviiiainn. £10.00

1 Parlor Suite, Tapestry or Plush or Malhoganized... 80.00.
1 Parlor Table, in Birch, Mahoganized or OQak....... 8.50
1 Nickle Parlor Lamp, 60 candle power, dome ghade 1 50

$45 00

fo’p the bedroont:

1 Beautiful Iron Bed, choice of colors. .. .. ............ % 7.50
1 Quartered Oak Bureau, French Bevel Plate Glags,

VAL OT B B ARA oo siasr st avssinsve satanassanvesdinsatay e o Nt 215 ()

1 Sawed Oak Warhstand to match..................c.... 4,50
20 Yards China or Jap Matting, younr choice of pat-

terns .. 5.00

1 Felt Mattress, Art TicK....cooisaiiiiiiiiiiiniinranniene. 10,00

e I A EM U] et e s e oo e )

$ 44 50

fov the dining-roont
1 Polished Oak Sideboard, with beveled plate glass.. £15.00

1 6-foot Oak Extension Table.......ccivieeiiiiiieiininnnns .50
4 Dining-room chaivs, imitation leather seat........... 5.0
20 Yards China or Jap Matting, your choice of pat.
T L I e e T ViesE Rt waasadlass ks tissvinyrriaties i 500
1 Sei Dishes, Eoglish China.ceeiaec. ... oiiiiiiiiinnn, 7.50
$ 40.00
fov the kitehen:
1 Cook Stove, polished..........ciceviiieininiarencrniinnes.. $1250
B U Y O R B B P e A T S I L ey Ty e
LGN ards QI @loth L o T e ey e rea i 14100
S Kitohen ONaITaL s ies tisiveason basont bertesanihasnsaaiit 150
$ 23,00

$152.50

will fﬁt ouk fowr vooms ad above and
slark you in for 75.00 down and 3
per week.

these goods will have lo be seen fo
be apprecialed, and are offered as a
dpecial for one week ondy.

Vi. H. LASH

— ———

2803-5-7-9 Washington Ave. Newport N ws, Va,




